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\William Shakespeare

Romeo
& Juliet

lcove is a smoke made
with the fume of sighs.”
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Shakespeares use ol his poelic dramatic structure
(especially olfects such as switching between comedy and
(ragedy (o heighten tension. his expansion ol minor char-
acters, and his use of sub-plots (o embellish the story) has
been praised as an early sign of his dramatic skill. “he
play ascribes different poetic forms (o dillerent charac-
lers, somelimes changing the lorm as the character de-
velops. RKomeo. lor example, grows nmore aclept at the
sonnet over the course of the play.

Romeo and Juliet has been adapted numerous times for
stage, film, musical, and opera venues. Puring the nglish
Restoration, it was revived and heavily revised by William
Pavenant. Pavid Garricks 18th-century version also modi
[ied several scenes, removing material then considered
indecent, and Georg bendas Romeo und Julie omitted
much of the action and used a happy ending. Performanc-
es in the 19th century, including Charlote Cushman's, re-
stored the original text and focused on greater realism.
John Gielgud's 1930 version kept very close (0 Shake
speares (ext and used ldizabethan costumes and staging
(0 enhance the drama. In the 20th and into the 2lst century,
the play has been adapted in versions as diverse as
George Cukors 1936 [iim Romeo and dJuliel, ['ranco Zelfire-
[li's 1968 version Romeo and dJuliet, and Bax uhrmann's
1996 N'I'V-inspired Romeo + Juliet.
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