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�umbe��
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& Juliet 
��o 

“Love is a s�� �de 
w�h t� fu� of �ghs.”

W�liam S��speare



04Graptail

& Juliet 
��o 

S��speare's use of his poetic dra�tic �ructure 
(espe�ally e�ects su� as sw��i� between co�dy and 
tragedy to �ighten ten�on, his expan�on of mi�r �ar-
acters, and his use of sub-plots to embel�� t� �ory) �s 
been praised as an early �gn of his dra�tic ��l. 
e 
play ascribes di�erent poetic forms to di�erent �arac-
ters, so�ti�s �a�i� t� form as t� �aracter de-
velops. ��o, for example, grows �re adept at t� 
son�t over t� course of t� play.

��o and Ju�et �s been adapted nu�rous ti�s for 
�age, f�m, mu
cal, and opera venues. Duri� t� E��� 
Re�oration, � was revived and �av�y revised by W��am 
Dave�nt. David Garri�'s 18th-century ver
on also 
di-
fied several sce�s, re
vi� �terial t�n con
dered 
indecent, and Georg Benda's ��o und Ju�e om�ted 
mu� of t� action and used a �ppy endi�. Perfor�nc-
es in t� 19th century, in�udi� C�rlo�e Cu��n's, re-
�ored t� origi�l text and focused on greater rea�sm. 
John Gielgud's 1935 ver
on �pt very �ose to S��-
speare's text and used E�zabet�n co�u�s and �agi� 
to en�nce t� dra�. In t� 20th and into t� 21� century, 
t� play �s been adapted in ver
ons as diverse as 
George Cu�r's 1936 f�m ��o and Ju�et, Franco Ze�ire-
l�'s 1968 ver
on ��o and Ju�et, and Baz Luhr�nn's 
1996 MTV-inspired ��o + Ju�et.
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Ligatures & Spe�al C�racters
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